Tennessee Fire Chief’s Association
Spring Quarter Meeting Report
April 29 — May 1, 2009

Park Vista Hotel, Gatlinburg, Tennessee

This report is not minutes from the meeting but rather an overall summary of events. Official minutes of the
meeting will be posted on the fire chief's website in the near future. These notes are provided for the fire chiefs
who were unable to attend. Everyone should make plans to attend the next meeting in Nashville.

Attendance

We are aware that several fire chiefs are still restricted on travel and unable to attend due to
local economic conditions. These meetings are very important to the fire service in Tennessee
and it is anticipated that many of our loyal members will return when the economy improves.
This report is intended for those who could not attend and has nothing to do with the minutes
of the official business meetings. Official counts on attendance are difficult at quarterly
meetings as we don’t have a registration process but it appears that there were more than 100
attendees participating in some or different parts of the meeting.

Eight first-time fire chiefs were recognized as attending. Membership is also the highest ever
on record at 296 members. The organization only needs 4 more members to reach a
milestone of 300 members. Surely there are 4 of your fire service friends that are not
members and would join. Go to the Fire Chief's website to apply. The link is:
http://www.tnfirechiefs.com/member_application.asp

Once again, the quarterly meeting of the Tennessee Fire Chiefs Association was deemed a
success with great training opportunities from the Tennessee Fire and Codes Academy,
effective committee meetings and great networking opportunities.

Local Hospitability

Gatlinburg Fire Chief Greg Miller and his staff served as the local host for the quarterly
meeting. Thursday night’s picnic was held at Mynatt Park with a great menu of grilled chicken,
baked beans, corn on the cob, slaw, cookies and watermelon. More than 120 people ate
dinner at the picnic. Thanks to MES for sponsoring this event and to the Gatlinburg Fire
Department for preparing it. The food and hospitality were great!


http://www.tnfirechiefs.com/member_application.asp

Tennessee Fallen Firefighters Memorial

FF Memorial Website: http://www.tnffmemorial.com

TUFF Challenge: Scheduled for September 26, 2009, the 6™ Annual Tennessee Ultimate
Fire Fighter “TUFF” Challenge promises to be another exciting event. From victim rescue, to
ventilation, to climbing, the competitors will perform a series of tasks that represents the
physical demands that are placed on firefighters on a daily basis. The TUFF Challenge is
geared in support of firefighter fithess and is a great way to showcase the hard work and
dedication of our States’ first responders. And what a great way to kick off Fire Prevention
Month for October! The TUFF Challenge Committee is dedicated to making each years’ event
as successful as possible, for not only the competitors but for the family members, fans and
spectators that attend; more events, vendors, and activities will be added for 09!

The proceeds from this event will benefit the Tennessee Fallen Fire Fighter Memorial, which is
in the planning stages through the Tennessee Fallen Firefighter Memorial Committee.
Additional information regarding the Memorial can be found at: http://www.tnffmemorial.com
We look forward to your participation in the 2009 TUFF Challenge!

Auction: The bidding on the fire engine bell and siren continues. The bid on the bell is still
held by Bob Dudley at $1,425. The Buster Williams Fire Chief’'s Helmet is now at $200.00 by
Steve Frost. Bidding will continue online until the meeting in Nashville when a live auction will
decide who gets the items donated. All proceeds go to the Tennessee Fallen Firefighter
Memorial.

Construction update: The pavers are arriving and construction will start as soon as the
weather permits. There is still an opportunity to buy a brick now that will be in place for the
Firefighter Memorial Dedication on September 11. The memorial committee will continue to
accept brick applications although only the applications received by Memorial Day will be
installed by the September 11, 2009 dedication. Please do not miss this opportunity. The
deadline is Memorial Time is running out so send your application in ASAP. The web link for a
brick application is:
http://www.tnfirechiefs.com/userfiles/File/New%20BRICK%20INSCRIPTION%200RDER%20F

ORM.pdf

FF Memorial Dedication: Mark your calendars for September 11, 2009 to be in Bell Buckle at
the Tennessee Fire and Codes Academy for the dedication of the Tennessee Firefighters
Memorial. Fire officials will honor the firefighters who have died in the line of duty in
Tennessee during the dedication of the site.

Training Report

The Tennessee Fire and Codes Academy offered the “Intro to Fire & Emergency Services
(TTT)” course Tuesday night in Pigeon Forge and had 28 students in attendance. The 64-hour
Basic Firefighting (TTT) was also provided with 60 students in attendance.



http://www.tnffmemorial.com/
http://www.tnffmemorial.com/
http://www.tnfirechiefs.com/userfiles/File/New%20BRICK%20INSCRIPTION%20ORDER%20FORM.pdf
http://www.tnfirechiefs.com/userfiles/File/New%20BRICK%20INSCRIPTION%20ORDER%20FORM.pdf

Thursday morning fire chief training included a presentation from Mark Bowery on the Sullivan
County “Join Us!” recruitment and retention program. The program is sponsored by the
Sullivan County Firefighters Association through a federal grant.

The next two presentations were on recent events in Tennessee and was lead by Fire
Consultant Gary West. Using slides from the recent Kingston Ash Spill, the participants were
shown initial pictures taken by the Roane Co EMA of the event. Harriman Asst. Fire Chief Brad
Goss (responder to the event) answered questions and provided additional information for the
group. The second presentation highlighted the Cobbly Nob Wildland Fire that occurred earlier
in the week. Sevier Co Fire Chief’'s Association President Tony Watson and Pittman Center
Fire Chief Jeff Nichols assisted in the presentation and thanked all agencies in the East
Tennessee Mutual Aid District for responding. The deployment of resources through this
system was the first time this had been used in Tennessee.

The final training presentation was on the National Firefighter Near Miss Program and
Tennessee’s involvement. Chief Mark Heath (Memphis and TN FF Near Miss rep.) and John
Tippet, Director of the FF Near Miss Program for the IAFC presented the Near Miss Program
in a tag team session.

Earlier, on Wednesday afternoon, MTAS Fire Management Consultant Ray Crouch conducted
part 3 of a 4 part process in developing a Strategic Plan for the Fire Chief's Association. The
workshop had a room full of participants and was also considered a success. The final
presentation will be held at the Annual Meeting in Nashville where the plan will be
implemented.

ISO Report
The following cities have reported new fire ratings over the past several months:

Franklin — Class 2
East Ridge — Class 3
Harriman — Class 4

On June 6, 2009, the Volunteer & Combination Officers Section (VCOS) of the International
Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) and ISO will present an educational seminar —

“You and ISO” — This will be held at the Frankfort Fire Station #3 — Training Academy in
Frankfort, lllinois.

For more information go to http://www.isomitigation.com/1205/vcos_seminar.html . Also, ISO is
embarking on a project to review and, if warranted, update the content of the Fire Suppression
Rating Schedule (FSRS). Our objective for the “Draft Concept FSRS 2009” is to identify
portions of the current PPC evaluation worthy of revision. This is your chance to tell us what
you think http://www.isomitigation.com/fsrs . Join ISO to learn about what every fire chief
should know and understand about ISO in your community.

To register for “You and ISO,” print and fill out the registration form, and mail it with your $65
check for the registration fee to: 1SO - IAFC/VCOS Registration Center, c/o Chief Larry Curl,
3047 N. Raceway Road, Indianapolis, IN 46234. Space is limited, so please register early.



http://www.isomitigation.com/1205/vcos_seminar.html
http://www.isomitigation.com/fsrs
http://www.isomitigation.com/1205/iso-vcos-reg.pdf

Committee Reports

Conference Report — Preparations are finalized for the Annual Conference in Nashville. The
dates are July 11-14, 2009 at the Airport Marriott. This conference is the largest vendor show
of emergency vendors in the state with more than 70 vendors expected again this year. Last
year’s conference had more than 300 people registered and many more just visiting the vendor
areas. Committee assignments were made to assure

Tennessee Fire & Codes Academy — The TFACA will offer the 64 hour Basic Firefighting
Train-the-Trainer class and the Introduction to Pumps Train-the-Trainer class at the annual fire
chief’'s meeting. The fire chief's association is covering the cost to put on these classes as
they did for the T-T-T classes in Gatlinburg. The National Fire Academy’s Tennessee
Weekend has been cancelled for the 2009 year. Classes normally held at the NFA will be
scheduled throughout the year across the state. The pilot Fire Officer Il course will graduate
the first of June 2009.

Legislative Committee — The legislative committee reviewed positions on several bills
considered that affect fire departments across the state. The full list of positions as well as
weekly updates are being posted on the fire chief's website. The Fire Coalition will meet in
Nashville at the annual fire chief's meeting to begin work in the 2010 legislative session.

Mutual Aid Committee — The mutual aid committee at a previous meeting set a goal to have
300 fire departments (approximately 40% from across the state) entered into a database
system and available to hand out at the July meeting. The present status is approximately
25% collected as districts continue to submit data. Each District gave a report on the collection
status. Everything is on track to accomplish this goal. Several Incident Management Team
(IMT) courses are being scheduled around the state over the next six months.

Membership Committee — The TFCA membership continues to increase as well as the
attendance to quarterly meetings. A one year free membership is being offered to any new fire
chief taking the required 16 hour fire chief’s class. Membership packets are available from the
President and Board Members. Current members as of this date is 296.

Volunteer Committee — The volunteer committee did meet with the largest number of
participants present in several years. Several issues were discussed concerning all volunteer
fire departments.

Southeastern Fire Chief’s Association — The 81° Annual SEAFC Conference will be held in
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina on June 18-20, 2009. Fire Chief Rocky Garzarek of the Franklin
Fire Department will begin serving as the Tennessee Representative for the SEAFC'’s.

State Fire Marshal’s Report — Jim Pillow reported that the State Fire Marshal’s Office is
watching legislation related to residential codes and the Bomb & Arson Section. He also
reported on the situation of the double fire fatality in Tipton County this past week.



Business Meeting

Three fire chiefs were added as “Life” members to the TFCA. They included:
1) Kelly Holmes, Madison County Fire Dept - Fire Chief since 1963
2) Charlie Carter, Millington FD — retiring after 35 years in the fire service and 18 years
as a fire chief. (retiring June 30)
3) Buddy Curran, Nashville Fire Department — Retired Chief of Operations
Please congratulate these Life Members as they join 45 other life members of the association.

Announcements

Fire Station Dedication — Gallatin May 7, 2009 2:30pm CST
Tn Fireman’s Association Confer May 29-31, 2009 Murfreesboro
National Fire / EMS Safety Week June 14-20, 2009 Nation-wide

Southeastern Fire Chiefs Confer

June 18-20, 2009

Myrtle Beach

Tn Fire Chief's Annual Meeting July 12-14, 2009 Nashville

Tn IAAI Chapter Conference August 23-28, 2009 TBA

Tn Fire Chief’s Fall Meeting October 14-16, 2009 Kingsport

Tn Fire Safety Inspector’'s Assoc November 3-6, 2009 Murfreesboro
Tn Fire Chief's Winter Meeting February 17-19, 2010 Pickwick SP
Tn Fire Chief’'s Spring Meeting April 28-30, 2010 Gatlinburg
Tn Fire Chief's Annual Meeting July 11-13, 2010 Nashville

Please Thank Our Sponsors.....

Southeastern
Apparatus Sales

http://www.seapparatus.com/

http://www.pro-fire.com

http://www.ferrarafire.com



http://www.seapparatus.com/
http://www.pro-fire.com/
http://www.mesfire.com/
http://www.ferrarafire.com/
http://www.mesfire.com/
http://www.ferrarafire.com/

REMINDER —Mar k your calendar & make reservati or

Annual Fire Chief's Conference 12 —14 July 2009
Nashville Airport Marriott®

600 Marriott Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37214
Phone: 1-615-889-9300 / Toll Free1-800-228-9290 Annual Preconference Training July 11-12, 2009




